Pre-Session Questions Improving the Description of Characterization of Glacial Successions
for Environmental and Engineering Projects

1. What is a soil classification?

2. How does a soil classification differ from a sediment description?

3. When logging a boring, what physical change(s) in the sediments with depth would be the basis
for describing a new interval?

4. What is the difference between the geological meaning and the engineering meaning for the

term “graded?”

5. What is the difference between a “lean clay” and a “fat clay?”

6. When is “Silty Clay” classified in the field?
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7. s soil classification the sole basis for stratigraphic correlation at a site?

8. What sediment could be described as “very dense” and what sediment could be described as
“hard”?

9. Why is description of sedimentary structure important?

10. Why use Munsell Soil Colors to designate soil color?

11. What important physical attributes of sedimentary successions are defined/designated by
Munsell Soil Colors?
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